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UPCOMING EVENTS

Holiday Party
Sunday, Dec 11, 2016,.5pm
The Holiday Party and Election 
of Officers will be held at the 
DoubleTree Hotel this year.

Sacramento Kings vs Boston 
Celtics
Wednesday, Feb 8, 2017
Come watch the Kings in the 
fabulous new Golden 1 Arena!

Volunteer Events - April, 2017
ARP Half Marathon and sorting 
at the Sacramento Food Bank
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Letter from the 
President 
by Peggy Penwell

Welcome 
to our 
Sacramento 
Valley 
Newsletter. 
We are so 
happy to see 
so many of 
you at our 
game watches 

and appreciate your support of the 
club. Having so many willing to step 
up and help has been heart-warming. 
I especially appreciate those who help 
with the decorations since Howard 
passed. Little did we know how much 
work he did behind the scenes. (See 
article about Howard on page 2).

Our alumni club was recognized 
this year as a Scarlet level club. To 
maintain this top level we must again 
do 6 category I events. The categories 
are; Service, Special Interest, 
Diversity, Arts, Networking, Student 
Recruitment, and Life Long Learning. 

This year we want to have an evening 
showing of the movie “Race” about 
Jesse Owens, OSU famous track 
star, which we will count as Diversity. 
Going to a theater production this 
spring counts as Arts, so watch to 
see which production we will be 
attending. Kelli will be planning 
another “Buckeyes After Work” for 

the Networking category. Jon 
is planning another Scarlet 
and Grapes event (Lifelong 
Learning), so keep this in mind 
for this spring.

We again will satisfy the 
Family Event category when 
we attend the Big 10 Picnic 
and Big 10 Bowling. Kelli will 
again organize a Big 10 Euchre 
Tournament. The Holiday Dinner 
is our required Membership 
Meeting. We always welcome 
new ideas, so don’t be afraid 
to share your ideas with your 
Board members!

Coming to these different 
events beyond just football, 
helps us become more than just 
a game watch club and fosters 
new and renewed friendships. 
Watch for the email blasts 
telling about each event so you 
can participate. We would love 
to see more of you at these 
non-football events. But, of 
course, we want to see you at 
the game watches to cheer for 
our wonderful Buckeyes. GO 
BUCKS!

Scarlet Award 
by Peggy Penwell

Our alumni club was recognized 
this year as a Scarlet level 
club. This is a new system 
for classifying alumni clubs. 
They can be Scarlet, Gray, 
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and a nurse, have been advising 
her. She has filed an ADA suit 
and with our help moved to a new 
apartment complex. We have a 
Buckeye Giving Tree at our game 
watches so that members can pick 
a buckeye with a needed item or 
gift card for her. So far our club 
members have donated $4,112  
and clothing items to help her.

Buckeyes at 
“MoTown” The 
Musical          
 by Sue Ryan-Beedy

On 
Saturday 
afternoon, 
May 21st, 
2016, 
twenty 
OSU 

Club Member women and fellow 
RN nurses carpooled from the 
Beedy’s Fair Oaks home to the 
Community Center Theatre to 
see “MoTown” The Musical. We 
all thoroughly enjoyed the history 
of Berry Gordy, who created such 
legends as The Supremes, Diana 
Ross, Marvin Gay, and Smoky 
Robinson.

We rocked in our seats and sang 
along to the various hit songs 
from the past. It was a fabulous 
“ride down memory lane” for all 
of us! Our group then walked, as 
we gabbed about the show, one 
convenient block from the Theatre 
to “P F Chang’s” at 16th and “J” 
Streets for a delicious dinner and 
fun bonding chat. Since we were 
such a large group, we received 
a discount at both the Community 
Theatre and at P F Chang’s, 
and were even mentioned in the 
Show’s program. A FUN Buckeye 
event, with a great group that was 

even larger than last year’s.

Howard Canfield
by Peggy Penwell 

Howard 
Canfield 
(1942-
2016) was 
best known 
as our 
decorator 
for every 

game watch. Howard came early 
and had all the banners and flags 
so that our room looked like it was 
in Ohio. He even had flags for 
all of our opponents. He enjoyed 
finding unique banners, pressing 
and preparing them to hang. He 
was very particular about where 
and what to hang and chose the 
ones to use very carefully each 
week. He used a hook that would 
not mark the walls so that there 
was no sign of all our decorations 
after each game. His sister, 
Bonnie, said he worked on finding 
banners all year and then counted 
the days until football season.

Howard passed away in his sleep 
on September 22, the day before 
his 74th birthday. He graduated 
from Ohio State with a B.S. in 
Accounting in June, 1964. He 
retired from the city of Hayward 
as a systems analyst. Prior to 
that he had been an auditor and 
an accountant. Howard never 
married but was very close to 
his sister, Bonnie. She plans to 
scatter his ashes in the Sierra 
when her children are here.

Howard was our most generous 
contributor to our scholarship 
fund. Every year he made a 
large donation. Our alumni club 
board has decided to name our 
scholarship in his honor as the 

or Carmen. Each category has 
specific requirements, but the 
highest level is Scarlet and we 
are proud to have achieved this 
level. Some of the requirements 
are to have at least 6 category 
1 events. This year we had 
Community Service events (Food 
Bank collection at each game 
watch and a sorting afternoon at 
the Food Bank, working at an aid 
station at the American River Half 
Marathon); Student Recruitment 
(working at 7 college nights at 
local school districts); Networking 
(Buckeyes After Work); Special 
Interest Events (RiverCats 
games); Arts (Motown); Lifelong 
Learning (Scarlet and Grapes); 
and Diversity (MLK Walk). In 
addition to these requirements, 
we are also to have a 
membership meeting (holiday 
dinner), a family event (Big 10 
picnic), game watches, and board 
meetings. We would love to have 
more people join us for these 
events. Feel free to call a board 
member or sign-up on line. 

We felt our most successful event 
was working at the Sacramento 
Food Bank where we worked for 3 
hours and sorted 1600 lbs. which 
will support 200 families for one 
week. We would like to continue 
this as an annual event. If you 
would like to help, see an officer 
to let them know.

We felt our greatest success was 
helping our Buckeye in Need. She 
is a single mom with 4 children. 
The oldest is 15, nonverbal, 
can’t walk, and has been given 
only months to live. She had to 
carry him to her second floor 
apartment. She was refused a 
first floor apartment or a handicap 
parking space. Several of our 
club members, who are lawyers 
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2016 Pay It Forward 
Award
by Peggy Penwell

Ramona 
Moenter 
received a 
Pay It Forward 
award from 
Ohio State this 
fall. She is one 
of only a few 
to receive this 
award and we 
are very proud 

of her. This is a new award so named 
because Woody Hayes believed 
everyone should “pay it forward.”

Ramona is competent, respectful, 
pleasant, yet genuinely humble. 
She has held numerous board 
positions and has willingly filled 
in when needed. She has been a 
moderator and mediator to help the 
board achieve a consensus. She 
is a dynamo who gets things done. 
No detail is too small to escape her 
attention. Besides currently holding 
2 part-time and a full-time job, she 
meets every deadline for our club. 
She is very organized. As president, 
we always had an agenda before 
a board meeting and To-Do Lists 
afterwards, so nothing was forgotten. 
She was instrumental in working with 
the game watch management to make 
sure everything was ready for our 
activities. She has hosted numerous 
kick-off parties at her home. She 
attends every function if at all possible 
and donates numerous items to our 
Silent Auction, even including a ride 
in their sailboat on San Francisco 
Bay. She strengthened the Club’s 
relationship with OSUAA during her 
recent presidency.

Ramona introduced the Scarlet & 
Grapes idea to the club, which has 

been fun and a huge success. 
She also started our successful 
community service project with 
the Sacramento Food Bank. 
Under her leadership we started 
having name tags for our dues-
paying members, who get 
special privileges within the club. 
She also maintained the club 
membership roster. She was our 
liaison with the OSU women’s 
rowing team parents to help set 
up the parents’ buffet dinner at 
our game watch location, which 
was a huge success.

She exemplifies a “Best 
Buckeye” and deserved her Pay 
It Forward award. 

Recruiting High 
School Students
by Marsha Koopman

Local high schools provide 
opportunities for students 
to meet with university 
representatives. One high 
school within a school district 
serves as host for the event. 
Each school district is comprised 
of five to nine high schools. The 
gym is set up to accommodate 
visiting universities. There are 
several school districts in the 
Sacramento Valley. Our club 
participates in seven events 
during the months of September 
and October. A light dinner is 
provided by the host school.  
The Davis High School in Davis, 
California differs in that it is 
the only school in the district 
so the fall meetings are by 
appointment. 

 An annual invitation from 
the school districts for 
college career night is sent to 
approximately 150 community 

Howard T. Canfield Memorial 
Scholarship.

Many of Howard’s OSU things 
were brand-new or never 
worn. Bonnie donated them to 
our Silent Auction. They are a 
wonderful addition which will 
also help the scholarship fund. A 
special thank-you to Bonnie for 
thinking of our alumni club in the 
midst of her grief.

A Grape Time Was 
Had By All!!!
by Jon Finkler

John has sold the Sugar Mill 
and is moving his tasting room 
to another area where it will 
be solo. As an alternative this 
year, I will be exploring some 
other options. We welcome any 
suggestions you might have.  I 
have been in contact with the 
owner of a tour company who 
offers bus tours to a number 
of my favorite wineries in the 
Amador area. We could get 
a busload of Buckeyes and 
visit 4-5 wineries together 
and not have to worry about 
driving back. They also offer 
the option of pickup points in 
Davis, Sacramento and Rancho 
Cordova for our member’s 
convenience at no extra charge. 
There is a reasonable fee for 
the transportation and we could 
each contribute to a pot luck 
luncheon as we did at the Sugar 
Mill.  Will have more information 
as it develops and may consider 
the month of June again since 
we had such a good turn-out the 
past two years, although other 
dates can be considered if you 
wish.
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in the School of Nursing while the 
second student enrolled in the 
School of Engineering.

Buckeye Football 
Game Watch at the 
Cordova Casino & 
Lodge 
 by Jay Beedy

Another great Buckeye Football 
Season celebrates our third year 
enjoying the comfortable facilities at 
the Cordova Casino and “Lodge”. 
Game attendance continues to be 
above average, running in the 50 
to 80 per game range, reuniting 
to chat, renew friendships, and 
share the FUN of Buckeye Football 
Saturdays. Our thanks to the 
officers and many volunteers that 
come early and stay late to do such 
a great job decorating from the 
colorful tables to the many OSU 
banners covering every available 
wall space in the restaurant.

We’ll all miss Howard, our long time 
head of decorations who passed 
after the Oklahoma Game, but 
thanks to Rod & crew, the tradition 
continues to get our Game Watch in 
the Buckeye Mood with great wall 
décor each Saturday. All seem to 
feel friendlier with our name badges 
and all faithfully wear them, so no 
more “ Gee, what was their name” 
moments. A few set backs with the 
soda machines on the blink have 
not darkened the spirits of our 
Buckeye Buddies each Saturday as 
we still always “welcome” any and 
all to partake and enjoy Buckeye 
Football Saturdays! 

Buckeyes in the 
Presidential Suite 
for Rivercat’s 
Game at Raley 
Field
by Jay Beedy
 
Exciting and fun time for all 
the 36 Buckeyes and friends 
was had this past baseball 
season with a July Friday 

night Rivercat’s game. For 
the 3rd year Club members 
Jay Beedy and Lloyd Irvin 
organized an outing in the 
huge Raley Field Presidential 
Suite for a Friday game that 
included food, desserts, fine 
service, parking, great seats, 
access to the new Legends 
Clubhouse, and even 
fireworks at game’s end. The 
3 dozen Buckeyes didn’t even 
fill the large Presidential Suite, 
with plenty of room to mingle 
and enjoy, all had a great time 
once again at the Rivercats 
game, and, this time, the 
Rivercats even won the game!

Current Board 
Officers
President: Peggy Penwell
Vice President: Jay Beedy
Secretary: Kelli Hagar
Treasurer: Steve Yaussy
Members at Large: Jon Finkler, 
Marsha Koopman, Gary Penwell
Past President: Ramona 
Moenter

colleges and universities. Nearly 
1,000 excited, curious students 
attend each event. The highlight 
of this experience is meeting the 
students. They are enthusiastic 
and exude youthful energy. 
Their questions range from the 
number and types of majors 
offered to how do I get into the 
band?  Parents are interested in 
obtaining scholarships, grants, 
and financial aid.

Some universities send a 
recruitment staff member to 
these events.  Many universities 
utilize the skills of alumni. The 
Ohio State University utilizes 
alumni. A symposium is offered 
on the OSU campus each year 
to educate alumni about the 
recruiting process.  Videos are 
made available along with a 
certification exam to assure 
each person representing OSU 
gives a standardized message to 
students. 

The students complete an inquiry 
card that is returned to OSU 
Office of Recruitment. Interested 
students complete the application 
by November first.  Acceptance 
decisions are made during a 
two month period. The list of 
accepted students is sent to a 
designated individual the middle 
of January. 

The Sacramento Valley Alumni 
Club normally offers two one 
thousand dollar scholarships. The 
scholarships are generated from 
the raffles held at each game 
watch and the silent auction 
held during the Michigan State 
game. Your generosity is deeply 
appreciated by the students 
receiving the scholarships. There 
are two students at OSU from our 
region. One student is enrolled 

;


