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YSPAS GOALS 

■   To act as an additional 

resource to the Young Scholars 

Program staff and scholars, 

lending continuity to the core 

values of the Program.  

 

■   To provide Young Scholars 

Program alumni an organized 

forum, while creating 

opportunities to fellowship with 

one another and current scholars 

at social events.  

 

■   To generate supplemental 

funding for ongoing education and 

events aimed at students in the 

Young Scholars Program.  

 

■   To mentor Young Scholars 

Program students who are 

preparing to enter college, already 

attending college and preparing to 

enter the work force and/or 

pursuing graduate studies. 

 

 

ODI appoints Dr. Rochelle L. Woods as the new 

Director of the Young Scholars Program. Dr. 
Woods joins us from the University of Michigan 
where she was the Assistant Director for 
Undergraduate Development for the Office of 
Academic Multicultural Initiatives. She also served 
as the Program Director of the Leaders and Best 
(LAB) program that provides holistic support to first 
and second year U-M students to promote 
academic success and professional development. 

to Student Success and Excellence (POSSE) 

program and as the Graduate Coordinator of 

the King/Chavez/Parks program to promote 

higher education to middle and high school 

students. In May 2009, Dr. Woods received 

the Staff Cornerstone Award in recognition 

of her dedication to the success of African 

American Students at University of 

Michigan. She also received an SROP Alumni 

New Director for YSP! 

 

 

Buckeyes Rock the Hall 

 

YSPAS members were invited to represent the Young Scholars Program during The 

Roads Scholars Tour at Cleveland’s Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Photo left: Demetra 

Lipsey, Prentice Lipsey, Dr. Valerie Lee, Percy Lipsey, and OSU President Dr. Michael V. 

Drake. Photo right: Dr. Drake and Prentice Lipsey discuss the importance of YSP. 

She was also the Project Director of the Preparing Youth for Higher Education grant 
from Michigan. Dr. Woods holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in Sociology from University of 
Michigan and a B.A. in Sociology from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.    
 
Please join us in welcoming Dr. Woods to the YSP family! 

 

 

Mission: The Society serves the Young Scholars Program (YSP) through programming, social networking, student 

recruiting, student scholarships, and advocacy. We, as an Alumni Society have formed to positively impact, and 

continue writing the success story of the Young Scholars Program. 

          

By Demetra Lipsey and Angel Simon 
 

     Alumni spanning across several induction years gathered 
together for an Alumni Reunion Celebration during the 2014 
Young Scholars Program Samuel DuBois Cook Summer 
Academy: Still I Rise at Hale Hall.  The reunion featured 
good food, entertainment, and a keynote address from 
alumna Angel Simon.  A panel of alumni, including: Amber 
Jones-Thomas, Dr. Sylvia Jones, Anastasia Martinez, Percy 
Lipsey, Demetra Lipsey, Dawnn Brown, Derrick Greenwade, 
and current collegiate scholar, Cametreus “CJ” Clardy, 
responded to questions from current Young Scholars and 
parents that were in attendance. The resounding message 
from the panel was: college life is going to require some 
adjustments, “Scholars Choice” is not always about extra-
curricular activities and one must be committed to the task of 
graduating from The Ohio State University. 
 
      YSP has grown and alumni of the Program want to 
partner in that natural progression. Participating in the 
Alumni Reunion Celebration, during the Summer Academy, 
provides an informal environment to foster potential 
mentor/mentee relationships with the future entrepreneurs, 
doctors, inventors, teachers and artists of tomorrow. The 
opportunity to hear our stories and connect with alumni from 
their respective cities provides footprints for the Young 
Scholars; a roadmap towards becoming successful at Ohio 
State.  This is powerful, given that we share similar 
backgrounds and have walked more than a mile in their 
shoes. 

 
      It was truly an honor to be a part of the 2014 YSP 
Summer Academy in July. YSP has given us so much more 
than an education. It has given us a network and a set of life 
lines to reach out to when life happens.  Dr. Charles 
Hancock, our former director, taught us to chant ‘ife gbo 
gbowa,' which translates to 'Bring the love in all around us.' 
We, as alumni, are being called on to fulfill that vision. Let's 
continue to build on the precedent set for us. We want to 
communicate the message that YSP is more than a 
scholarship program, and as members of the Alumni Society 
we plan to be fully vested “Scholars for Life”. 

 

YSP Alumni participate in the 2014 Summer Academy 
 

http://yspas.alumni.osu.edu http://yspas.alumni.osu.edu 

                                           

Antoine and Erniece Winfield 
Donate $26,000 in the 26

th
 year of YSP 

              

 

     

     

     

     Dr. Shawn Price, an orthopedic oncologist based in Louisville, Kentucky, participated in the 
Cincinnati Young Scholars Program. For him, the chance to visit Ohio State every year as part 
of YSP’s Summer Academy allowed him to make connections that would benefit him during 
his time as a student at Ohio State and help jump start his career in medicine. 
      “Some of the opportunities that were available at the summer program really allowed me 
to meet researchers and professors at Ohio State that I was able to develop a relationship 
with, and I actually got to work for them when I got there my freshman year. So those 
opportunities opened the door for me in medicine by giving me mentors that I could talk to,” he 
said. 
     During Price’s time in YSP, all students in the program visited campus every year, but like 

many programs across the country, recent economic challenges have caused budget 

reductions for YSP. Rising seniors still have an outstanding capstone experience at the 

Summer Academy, but that is their only official campus visit. Austin says ideally every student 

would be able to come to Columbus annually, “but it depends on the budget because you are 

talking about buses from eight different cities, plus food and housing for hundreds of 

students.”   Dr. Shawn Price 
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YSPAS would like to give a sincere thanks to the Winfield family for 

their donation to our alumni society. (continued on page 3) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ohio State’s Young Scholars Program:  
25 Years of Providing Opportunity 
 
Three sisters, five degrees from The 
Ohio State University, and two more in 
progress. All from a family that wasn’t 
sure how it would pay for college but 
with a mother who always believed 
they would find a way. 

The Young Scholars Program (YSP) 
at Ohio State turned their mother’s 
belief into reality for the Tolliver 
sisters. Sophia, Sylvia and Starling 
Tolliver are all Young Scholars from 
Akron who went on to become 
Buckeyes. 

“My mother, for as long as I can 
remember, always told us we were 
going to college. It was something she 
never had the experience of doing or 
the opportunity to really do. So when 
this opportunity came around, it was 
almost God-sent. This thing that 
financially we knew we weren’t going 
to have the opportunity to do, it gave 
us that pathway to do it,” said Sophia 
Tolliver. 

in college and 

life. Students 

who attend Ohio 

State are 

provided with 

financial 

assistance that 

covers gaps 

between other 

financial aid they 

receive and the 

Middle sister Sylvia is a two-time 
Ohio State graduate, and younger 
sister Starling is a majoring in 
biochemistry. 

Founded in 1988, YSP annually 
identifies 120 academically 
promising middle school students 
from economically challenging 
backgrounds to join the program. 
In all, more than 3,000 students 
have benefited from their 
participation in YSP. 
 

“The Young Scholars Program at 
Ohio State is a remarkable 
success story. For 25+ years, 
Young Scholars from across Ohio 
have been empowered to earn a 
degree and make their unique 
mark on this great university. We 
are very proud of the impact this 
program has had on so many 
talented young people and their 
families around the state,” said 
then Ohio State President E. 
Gordon Gee. 
 

Students are inducted into the 
program when they are in the sixth 
grade. In the ensuing years, the 
Young Scholars and their families 
are mentored and provided 
personal and professional 
development opportunities that will 
prepare them to succeed in college 
and life. Students who attend Ohio 
State are provided with financial 
assistance that covers gaps 
between other financial aid they 
receive and the cost of tuition and 
living expenses as 
undergraduates. 
“I think the thing that makes the 
Young Scholars Program unique is 
the early start it provides the 
students, our Young Scholars,” 
explained Dr. Curtis Austin, former 
director of the Young Scholars 
Program. “There are a number of 
programs that work with middle 
school students and particularly 
high school students,                                                           

Sophia Tolliver 

but this is a very comprehensive 
program that starts you in the sixth 
grade and no other program does 
that. This is a very holistic way of 
addressing the needs of 
underserved students to succeed 
in college.” 
 

Beyond working with the Young 
Scholars themselves, the program 
offers workshops and training for 
their parents and guardians. 
“We let them know the benefit of 
the program, the importance of 
college and how it can change not 
only that student, but the family 
and the community from which 
they come,” Austin said. 
With offices in Akron, Canton, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, 
Dayton, Lorain, Toledo and 
Youngstown, YSP helps Ohio 
State fulfill its Land-Grant mission 
of providing educational 
opportunities for the citizens of 
Ohio. 
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“The Young 

Scholars 

Program at 

Ohio State is a 

remarkable 

success   

story” 

 

originally written in 2013  
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Antoine and Erniece Winfield give back to the Society 

 

 

Antoine and Erniece Winfield met as teenagers in 1989, during the YSP Summer Institute. 
As unrevealing and casual as childhood can be, they were unaware that the bus rides to and from 
Akron sitting across the aisle from each other would play such an important role in their lives. A 
freshman year class would strengthen their bond. Antoine and Erniece would eventually sit side-
by-side, this time as classmates in Dr. Maurice Shipley’s African American Studies 101, where 
they began dating shortly thereafter. Somewhere between first-generation college students from 
Akron, and their future beyond the classroom at OSU paired them together for a divine purpose 
as teammates for life. 

 
The Winfields just celebrated their 15th wedding anniversary on September 28th. The same 

weekend that Winfield was most recently inducted into the OSU Athletics Hall of Fame as an All-
American and former Jim Thorpe Award winner for the Buckeyes, after playing for OSU Winfield 
continued his success in the NFL. He played in the league for 15 seasons with the Buffalo Bills,  
and Minnesota Vikings appearing in five Pro Bowls before retiring in 2013. While Antoine was 
enjoying football, Erniece would pursue her education. She received her bachelors degree from 
the College of Human Ecology at The Ohio State University, and went on to receive a masters in 
Secondary Business Education from Canisius, a private college in Buffalo, New York. Education 
and the opportunity provided by OSU, through YSP, changed their lives. The couple has three 
sons that are scholar-athletes in their own right. The oldest of three boys Antoine Jr. who is 
proving to be a high school standout, plays wildcat QB, free safety, and punt returner. Austin and 
Ethan are just as determined and disciplined as their older brother. Since retiring from the NFL, 
Antoine is enjoying his time at home as both a father and a coach. 

 
As director of the Young Scholars Program, Dr. Paula Smith fondly remembers spending 

time with both Antoine and Erniece while they were in college. She would cook beef stew for the 
couple as part of her extended family. Paula stated her most lasting impression, “...is the strength, 
the sense of self, and work ethic Erniece instilled in my daughter as a college role model. An 
older sister of sorts, with a no holds bar approach for accountability.” Erniece would motivate 
Paula’s daughter to begin applying herself in school, including completing her homework. It’s 
examples like this one, and the life-long connections made, that make YSP more  
than just a nationally recognized program. There is none other  
like it and the experiences that it brings! 

 
Erniece is still a champion of YSP, as it afforded her  

opportunities as a child. She said “It brings us full circle as  
alumni that we are now able to better provide for our family  
and potentially other families like ours that were low income  
yet fully deserving of an education”. She then went on to  

confirm her belief in the program by donating  $26,000  
to the Young Scholars Program Alumni Society. By giving  
back, she honors two things that she holds dear to her heart,  

the  26 year anniversary of the Young Scholars Program  

and the legacy of her husband, who wore  #26  on the field. 

 

“Instead of being a victim of society, 

YSP gave me a life and we ran with it literally and physically.” 
~ Erniece Winfield 

Written by Percy Lipsey 
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