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2015 NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS

The 94-year wait is over. Ohio State, on the strength of individual national titles 
by Logan Stieber and Nathan Tomasello, clinched its first-ever team title on 
March 22. The Buckeyes (102 points) topped second-place Iowa by 18 points, 
third-place Edinboro (75.5 points) and fourth-place Missouri (73.5 points).

Stieber officially took his place in wrestling history with his 11-5 
championship-round victory over second-seeded Mitchell Port of Edinboro 
in the final match of the championships. He now joins Cael Sanderson (Iowa 
State, 1998-2002), Kyle Dake (Cornell, 2010-13) and Pat Smith (Oklahoma 
State, 1990-1992, 1994) in the elite group of wrestlers to win four NCAA titles. 
A native of Monroeville, Stieber finished his season 29-0, 119-3 in his career 
and also earned three major awards - the NCAA Most Dominant Wrestler, 

the NWCA Most Outstanding Wrestler and the Dan Hodge Trophy, wrestling’s 
equivalent to the Heisman. His championship match was consistent with most 
of his victories this season as he jumped out to a quick lead in the first period 
thanks to two takedowns and was in control the rest of the way.

Tomasello took a 4-2 lead into the third period of his 125-pound final 
and quickly scored an escape to make the score 5-2, but Zeke Moisey got 
Tomasello briefly on his back, cutting the lead to 5-4. The redshirt freshman 
was able to get up and escape and then score another takedown for an 8-4 
edge. Tomasello earned the riding time bonus point, finishing his season as 
both a Big Ten and NCAA champion. He will also carry an 18-match winning 
streak into next year.

True freshman Kyle Snyder, seeded fifth at 197, was the first championship-
round Buckeye to compete on the final night, facing third-seeded Kyven 
Gadson of Iowa State. The match started with a scoreless first period, and 
a Snyder escape to start the second gave him a 1-0 lead. He then attempted 
to come in for a takedown, but Gadson was able to get Snyder on his back 
and win by fall in 4:24. A native of Woodbine, Maryland, Snyder finished his 
season 30-4 overall with a team-high 15 major decisions.

The Buckeyes, which held a 13.5 point lead headed into the session, won 
three of four matches Saturday morning. Bo Jordan started things off with a 
6-2 decision over fourth-seeded Nicholas Sulzer of Virginia, getting key points 
after Iowa had pulled to within eight in the team race. In Ohio State’s next 
match, Kenny Courts dropped a hard-fought 6-2 decision to Blake Stauffer of 
Arizona State. That disappointment was short-lived, however, as Jordan came 
back and pinned Jackson Morse of Illinois in just 1:00 in the third-place match.

Courts, unseeded and a semifinalist at 184 pounds, clinched the team title 
for Ohio State when he got a third-period takedown to secure a 4-3 decision 
over Hayden Zilmer of North Dakota State. Courts went 4-2 at the NCAA 
Championships, including a first round upset of Zilmer and 7-5 sudden victory 
in the quarterfinals against Matthew McCutcheon of Penn State.

Wrestling began as a varsity sport at Ohio State in 1921. The program 
has three Big Ten team titles - 1923, 1951, 2015 - and now a national 
championship. With five All-Americans this year, the program’s total now 
improves to 87. It also marks the ninth straight year a Big Ten school has won 
the national championship.
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The Ohio State baseball team has posted a 23-9 record and is a little more than 
halfway through its 2015 regular-season slate. The Buckeyes, who return seven 
starting position players and five pitchers, had won 15 contests in a 17-game 
stretch before dropping the final two games of a series with UNLV April 11-12.

Ohio State has been solid on the mound, ranking third in the Big Ten with a 2.82 
earned-run average. Senior left-hander Ryan Riga, who set an Ohio State record 
with 30.2 consecutive scoreless innings pitched, is 5-2 with a 1.76 ERA and 43 
strikeouts in 56.1 innings pitched over his first nine appearances while 2014 
Big Ten Freshman of the Year Tanner Tully is 3-1 with a 2.63 ERA in 51.1 innings 
pitched. Another good sign for the Buckeyes is closer Trace Dempsey has returned 
to form, going 7-1 with four saves and a 2.95 ERA in 14 appearances out of the 
bullpen.

Offensively, Pat Porter leads the Buckeyes with a .325 batting average with five 
doubles, four triples, five home runs, 22 runs scored and a team-best 28 RBI. 
Sophomore Troy Montgomery is hitting .316 with six doubles, four triples, two 
home runs, 31 runs scored and a team-high 18 stolen bases while catcher Connor 
Sabanosh is batting .312 with seven doubles while throwing out almost half of 
opponents’ baserunners attempting to steal.

After a series at nationally-ranked Nebraska April 17-19, the Buckeyes have 
remaining Big Ten home series against Illinois May 1-3 and Maryland May 8-10 and 
road conference series at Northwestern April 24-26 and Indiana May 14-16. Big Ten 
tournament play starts May 21 at Target Field in Minneapolis. 

BASEBALL

1 Port Charlotte, Fla.    2 Minneapolis, Minn.

 FEB 13-15 Snowbird Classic 1 W, W, W

  20-22 at Florida Atlantic W, L, L

  28|01 at UAB  L, L, W

 MAR 08-09 at Western Kentucky W,W

  11  NKU  W

  14-15 EVANSVILLE  L, W, W

  17-18 RIDER  W, W

  20-22 MICHIGAN STATE  L, W, W

  24 TOLEDO  W

  25 AKRON W

  27-29 at Rutgers  W, L, W

  31 OHIO  W

 APR 04-06 PENN STATE W, W, W

  10-12 UNLV W, L, L

  14 LOUISVILLE W

  17-19 at Nebraska
  21-22  MOREHEAD STATE
  24-26 at Northwestern

 MAY 01-03 ILLINOIS
   05 at Miami (OH)
   06 at Cincinnati
   08-10 MARYLAND
   12 at Youngstown State
  14-16 at Indiana
  21-24 B1G Tournament 2

The Ohio State men’s golf 
team, under the direction of 
fifth-year head coach Donnie 
Darr, opened the spring 
campaign at the Big Ten 
Match Play Championships in 
Palm Coast, Fla. The Buckeyes 

MEN’S GOLF

 FEB 15-16  Big Ten Match Play Championship 1 L, 3-2

 MAR 06-07  Desert Mountain Intercollegiate 2 6th of 12 

  23-24  Lone Star Invitational 3  7th of 16

 
 APR 06-07  Gary Koch Invitational 4  T-5th of 15

  11-12 ROBERT KEPLER INTERCOLLEGIATE  3rd of 14

  18-19  The Boilermaker Invitational 5

  24-26  B1G Championships 6

 MAY 14-16  NCAA Regional 7

  29-03  NCAA Championships 8

1  Palm Coast, Fla.    2  Scottsdale, Ariz.
3  San Antonio, Texas    4  Gastonia, N.C.
5  West Lafayette, Ind.    6  Newburgh, Ind.
7  Campus Sites    8  Bradenton, Fla.

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

The Ohio State men’s track and field team, led by Director of Track and Field and 
Cross Country Karen Dennis, concluded its indoor season on a high note, sending five 
student-athletes to the NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships March 13-14 in 
Fayetteville, Ark. Sophomore LaMar Bruton qualified for the 400-meter dash, redshirt 
sophomore Donovan Robertson earned a spot in the 60-meter hurdles and the 4x400-
meter relay team of Bruton, junior Champ Page, junior Deshawn Marshall and redshirt 
junior Antonio Blanks also qualified.

Bruton, a second team All-American last season, ran the second-fastest indoor time 
in school history at the Big Ten Championships Feb. 28. Robertson, a first team All-
American a season ago, earned the 10th seed in the 60-meter hurdles with a season 
best time of 7.76 seconds.

The Buckeyes followed up their NCAA performance with a first-place finish at the FSU 
relays, winning a total of five events over the two days of competition, highlighted by 
J.C. Murasky’s win in the shot put. The redshirt junior posted a personal-best throw of 
19.36 meters, a mark that ranks third in Ohio State outdoor history. Murasky followed 
that up with wins in shot put and discus the following week at Miami (Ohio) before 
the Buckeyes took first at the All-Ohio Championships April 10-11.

Ohio State travels to the Virginia Challenge April 17-18 and the Drake Relays April 
23-25 before hosting the Jesse Owens Track Classic May 1-2. The Big Ten Outdoor 
Championships are set to begin May 15 in East Lansing, Mich., with the NCAA East 
Regional Preliminaries starting May 28 in Jacksonville, Fla., and the NCAA Outdoor 
Championships June 10 in Eugene, Ore.

 JAN 09 BUCKEYE CLASSIC
  17 Auburn Invitational
  23-24  Rod McCravy Memorial 1

  30 OHIO STATE INVITATIONAL

 FEB 06-07  Notre Dame Meyo Invite
  13-14  SPIRE NCAA Division I Invite 2

  20 BUCKEYE TUNE-UP
  27-28  B1G Indoor Championships 2

 MAR 13-14  NCAA Indoor Championships 3

  27-28  FSU Relays

 APR 03-04  Stanford Invitational
  17-18  Virginia Challenge
  23-25 Drake Relays

 MAY 01|02 JESSE OWENS CLASSIC
  15-17 B1G Outdoor Championships 4

  28-30 NCAA Regional Championships 5

 JUNE 10-13 NCAA Outdoor Championships 6

1 Lexington, Ky.    2 Geneva, Ohio    3  Fayetteville, Ark.
4 East Lansing, Mich.    5 Jacksonville, Fla.    6 Eugene, Ore.

suffered a trio of narrow 3-2 defeats in the event held at Hammock Beach Resort 
before earning a sixth-place finish at the Desert Mountain Intercollegiate March 6-7.

Ohio State tallied a seventh-place finish at the Lone Star Invitational March 23-24 
and tied for fifth at the Gary Koch Invitational in Gastonia, N.C., April 6-7, before 
Grant Weaver’s fifth-place finish propelled the Buckeyes to finish third in their own 
Robert Kepler Intercollegiate April 11-12.

Sophomore Clark Engle has posted a team-best 72.46 stroke average in 24 rounds so 
far in 2014-15 while junior Tee-k Kelly is next-best with a 73.43 average in 21 rounds. 
Engle has tallied nine rounds under par and four in the 60s while Kelly has notched 
four rounds below par and one in the 60s.

After the Boilermaker Invitational April 18-19, Big Ten Championships will be held 
at Victoria National in Newburgh, Ind., starting April 24. NCAA Regionals start May 
14 with the NCAA Championship at The Concession Golf Club in Bradenton, Fla., 
beginning May 29.

SEASON UPDATES



   V A R S I T Y  O  NEWS   3

www.osumensvo.com

MEN’S TENNIS

 JAN 18 NKU | YSU W,W

  21 BUTLER | XAVIER  W,W

  24 AUBURN 1  W, 4-0

  25 MATCH #2 1  W, 4-1

  25 TOLEDO  W, 4-0

  29 KENTUCKY  W, 4-0

  31 at Texas A&M  L, 4-3
 
 FEB 08 USF  W, 4-0

  13-15  NCAA Indoor Championships 2

  21  NOTRE DAME  W, 6-1

  27  at Penn State  W, 6-1

 MAR 06 OKLAHOMA L, 4-3

   10  at Florida  W, 4-1

  15  at Tulsa L, 5-2

  17  at Texas L, 4-1

  20  at Michigan  W, 5-2
  22 MICHIGAN STATE W, 7-0

  27  at Northwestern W, 5-2

  29  at Illinois L, 4-0

 APR 03 MINNESOTA  W, 4-2

  05 WISCONSIN W, 6-1

  10 INDIANA  W, 4-0

  12 PURDUE | WRIGHT ST W,W

  17  at Iowa
  19  at Nebraska
  23-26 B1G Tournament 3

 MAY 08-09 NCAA First/Second Rounds 4
  14-25 NCAA Championships 5

1 ITA Kickoff Weekend    2 Chicago, Ill.
3 Urbana, Ill.    4 TBA    5 Waco, Texas

Under the direction of 16th-year head coach Ty Tucker, the Ohio State men’s tennis 
team continues to be one of the top programs nationally. 

Ohio State won its 200th-consecutive home match, a sweep of USF Feb. 8 before 
traveling to the NCAA Indoor Championships Feb. 13 in Chicago. The Buckeyes 
opened with a defeat of No. 9 Texas but dropped matches against then-No. 1 USC 
and No. 5 Illinois. Ohio State then bounced back with wins over Notre Dame and 
at Penn State before falling dropping a heartbreaking match against top-ranked 
Oklahoma March 6 in Columbus.

After wins at Florida and losses at Tulsa and Texas in mid-March, the Buckeyes 
have gotten off to a stellar start in conference play, winning seven of their first eight 
matches.

Senior Kevin Metka has posted a 19-7 overall record this year to improve to 56-17 in 
his career, while Ralf Steinbach is 25-9 in his redshirt sophomore season. 

After closing out the regular season at Iowa and Nebraska March 17 and 19, Big Ten 
Championships begin April 23 in Urbana, Ill., with the NCAA Championships starting 
May 14 in Waco, Texas.

MEN’S LACROSSE

 FEB 07  at Detroit  L, 9-8

  10 ROBERT MORRIS  W, 10-6

  15 DELAWARE  W, 10-3

  21 DARTMOUTH  W, 15-5

  27 at Bellarmine  W, 8-7

 MAR 01 vs. Marquette 1  L, 10-9
  07 HOFSTRA  W, 9-8
  14 DENVER W, 13-11

   17  at Towson  W, 7-6

   21  at Notre Dame L, 9-0

   29 at Penn State  W, 10-8

 APR 05 JOHNS HOPKINS  W, 15-12

  12  at Michigan  W, 13-8

  18 MARYLAND 2          

  25  at Rutgers
  30|02 B1G Tournament 3

 MAY 09|10 NCAA First Round 4

  16|17 NCAA Quarterfinals 5

  23|25 NCAA Championships 6

1 Louisville, Ky.    2  Showdown in the Shoe    3 College Park, Md.
4 Campus Sites    5  Denver, Colo. or Annapolis, Md.    6 Philadelphia, Pa.

The Ohio State men’s lacrosse team returns eight starters and 27 letterwinners 
off its 2014 team that finished tied for first in the ECAC. Under the guidance of 
seventh-year head coach Nick Myers, the Buckeyes have posted a 10-3 record 
to start 2015 with wins over Robert Morris, Delaware, Dartmouth, Bellarmine, 
Hofstra, Denver, Towson, Penn State, Johns Hopkins and Michigan.

Senior captain and 2014 USILA Third Team All-American Jesse King has paced 
the Buckeyes with 29 goals and 17 assists while junior Carter Brown has added 
24 goals and 13 helpers. Goalie Tom Carey has earned a 9-3 record after tallying a 
7.81 goals-against average in his first 12 contests. As a team, the Buckeyes are in 
the Top 10 nationally in faceoff winning percentage, man-down defense, winning 
percentage and scoring defense.

The Buckeyes, in the first season of Big Ten men’s lacrosse, have one home 
contest remaining against Maryland, which is the Showdown in the Shoe at 
11 a.m. April 18. Ohio State also has contest against Rutgers away from home 
April 25. The Big Ten semifinals will be played April 30 with the conference 
championship May 2 in College Park, Md.  
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We were all once members of teams.

As Buckeye athletes, we trained and practiced with teammates. We entered the field of competition with our team. 
We won, or lost, as a team.

Our teammates supported us, encouraged us, picked us up when we were down, yelled at us when we needed it, and gave us a pat on the 
back when we deserved it.

Even years later, we remember our teammates fondly, largely because we have strong bonds forged through hard work, striving toward a 
common goal, and spending countless hours together.

Football player Nate Salley expressed it well in a poem he wrote for his team, “What You Mean to Me”, where the opening and closing 
stanzas state:

What you mean to me,
Words can’t even explain,
Just know that without you,
My life would not be the same.
…
So as we look toward the future,
I can assure you of one thing,
We may not always play with each other,
But WE WILL ALWAYS BE A TEAM.

The great Jesse Owens once said, “Friendships born on the field of athletic strife are the real gold of competition. Awards become 
corroded, friends gather no dust.”

Varsity “O” provides many opportunities for members to reunite with former friends and teammates. And, to meet members of an extended 
team, with athletes in your sport before and after you competed. Even better, our members are part of a larger team, of all athletes, in all 
sports, who wore the Scarlet and Gray.

Just as teammates help each other, our larger team at Varsity “O” does the same. Our motto is “Athletes Helping Athletes”. And we mean 
it. We help our fellow alumni, and we help current athletes. 

I am lucky to be part of a great team right now, the Board of Varsity “O”. These are men who love The Ohio State University, who cherish 
the time when they had the privilege of being Buckeye athletes, and who are devoted to helping current and former Buckeyes. They put in 
long hours of volunteer time, 95% of which our members never see, but, believe me, they work hard and they have made Varsity “O” the 
premier varsity letter winner organization in the country.

It is an honor to serve along with Garth Cox, Bernie Brown, Ron Maciejowski, Scott Reeves, Jonathan Sweet, Ernie Epitropoulos, Matt 
Terwilliger, Antonio Smith, and Joe Budde. If you get a chance when you see them, please thank these teammates of ours for everything 
they do for Varsity “O”.

Go Bucks!

Steve Chappelear
Wrestling ‘74
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SAVE TIME, 
RENEW ONLINE 

by visiting the 

web site at 
www.osumensvo.com

Men’s Varsity O Alumni Association 2015 Membership Dues

Varsity O Annual Dues ........................................$50.00  
Emeritus Dues ....................................................$25.00    
(Must be 70 years of age or older as of 1-1-2015)

Lifetime Membership ................................... $1,000.00    

Additional Scholarship Contribution   $       

                               Total Enclosed   $                                        

As a condition of membership in this organization, I certify 
and agree to the following:

I have received the Ohio State Department of Athletics educational 
pamphlet titled “Your Guide to Ohio State Athletics (Buckeye 
Insider).” I have read it and I understand it.

I have not knowingly engaged in any violations of NCAA, Big 
Ten, or University rules and policies applicable to Ohio State’s 
intercollegiate athletics program, and I am currently not aware of 
any such undisclosed violations.  

I will abide by all NCAA, Big Ten, and University rules and policies 
applicable to Ohio State’s intercollegiate athletics program that are 
set forth in the educational pamphlet referenced above, and will 
report to the Director of Athletics or his/her designee, and to the 
Associate Athletic Director for Compliance, any violations of those 
rules and policies of which I become aware. 

I understand that if I engage in conduct that, in Ohio State’s 
reasonable judgment, is a violation of NCAA, Big Ten, or University 
rules and policies applicable to Ohio State’s intercollegiate athletics 
program, both this organization and The Ohio State University have 
the right to withhold any benefits or privileges relating to Ohio 
State’s intercollegiate athletics program to which I may otherwise be 
entitled (ex. athletic tickets).

All membership payments must be made with either a personal check or 
credit card (on-line only). Cash payments for membership dues will no 
longer be accepted. Additionally, the name on checks and credit cards 
used for renewal payments must match the name on the membership 
account. Exceptions to this “matching name” payment policy will be 
granted provided the member has a direct familial relationship with 
the payment source. Direct familial relationship is defined as: mother, 
father, sister, brother, daughter, son, wife or husband.

Men’s Varsity O Alumni Association Membership Application

Print or Type All Information

Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip
Phone
Preferred E-mail 
Sport(s)   Year(s) 
Birthday 

  This is updated contact information 
 I do not want to be included in the member directory

Payor relationship to member:
 self mother father sister brother  

 daughter son wife husband

Please make checks payable to: Varsity O 
Application, payment and compliance form must be received by January 31, 2015 to receive your football ticket application. 

I am a New Member
I am a Renewing Member
I am a Lifetime Member

Full Name of Member (Print or Type)    Varsity O Membership Number

Signature of Member       Date

Member Certification of Compliance
THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED AND RETURNED WITH YOUR DUES BY THE ESTABLISHED 
DEADLINE IN ORDER FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO BE PROCESSED.

Men’s Varsity O Alumni Association
The Ohio State University • Department of Athletics • Fawcett Center 8th Floor 

2400 Olentangy River Rd. • Columbus, Ohio 43210 • Phone 614.688.3707 • Fax 614.247.7014

For additional information on NCAA, Big Ten, and University 
rules and policies, please visit OhioStateBuckeyes.com or call the 
Compliance Office at 614.292.2681. 

DO NOT CUT

Your membership number 

is located on the mailing 

label of this newsletter. It’s 

also your online password.

Contributions or gifts to The Ohio State University Men’s Varsity O 
Alumni Association are NOT tax deductible as charitable contributions.
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Jim Laughlin, Joe Roberts, Craig Taylor and David Barker Board Member Antonio Smith and Clark Kellogg

Gene Millard and D’Angelo Russell Thad Matta and former VO President Rick Smith

Ronnie Stokes and equipment manager emeritus Brice Westfall David Barker, Dick Furry and Mel Nowell



   V A R S I T Y  O  NEWS   7

www.osumensvo.com

Wrestling meet vs Minnesota

Dennis Swanson and John Szlag

VO President Steve Chappelear, Hall of Famers Dave Camaione and 
Jim Humphrey, at the Big Ten Wrestling Tournament

Hoops Hospitality Fred Taylor Room

Wrestling meet vs Minnesota Wrestling meet vs Minnesota



8   V A R S I T Y  O  NEWS

Cross Country Letter Jackets Football Letter Jackets: Rashad Frazier, Donovan Munger, ----- and Chris Rock

Antonio Smith and Ernie Epitropoulos with Eli Apple, Darron Lee 
and Raekwon McMillan

Soccer Letter Jackets

Football Letter Jackets
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Father / Son Lacrosse Captains Mike Abeles (2000) and Jon Abeles (1971)

Football Foundation Awardees

Jeff Logan, Troy Smith and John Wooldridge

Head soccer coach John Bluem with 2014 captains Alex Ivanov and Zach Mason
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2014-15 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

ELI APPLE, FOOTBALL MICHAEL BRAJDIC, TRACK AND FIELD

RHYS DOUGLAS, FENCINGKENNY CUNNINGHAM, SOCCER



   V A R S I T Y  O  NEWS   11

www.osumensvo.com

VARSITY O FLAG
Special order from the Flag Lady in Columbus, Ohio. To order your 
flag (3’ x 5’), submit your contact information and $50  (check made 
payable to Varsity O Alumni Association) and mail to :

VO Store
PO Box 736
Worthington, OH 43085

VO HOMECOMING HATS

Our Homecoming hat returns for the 
fourteenth year! Always a sell out, this 
year’s edition has all the features you have 
come to expect. Proceeds from the sale of 
hats support our Bill Wentz scholarship and 
team academic awards. Hats are $15.00 
each (includes shipping). To order your 
hat, submit your contact information and 
payment (check made payable to Varsity O 
Alumni Association).

*WHILE SUPPLIES LAST*

VO Store
PO Box 736
Worthington, OH 43085

VARSITY O RING
Your choice of Celestrium silver for $180.00 or 10K yellow or white 
gold for $924.00 (plus $14.95 shipping & handling and tax).To order 
your ring, submit your contact information and payment (check made 
payable to Varsity O Alumni Association) and mail to :

VO Store
PO Box 736
Worthington, OH 43085

NEW VO SIGNAGE IN OHIO STADIUM AND 
THE JEROME SCHOTTENSTEIN CENTER
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athletes helping athletes 
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VARSITY O
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2400 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, OH 43210

Antonio Smith, Ernie Epitropoulos, Troy Smith and John Wooldridge


