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Triumphs and trials
T I M E  A N D  C H A N G E

Step back into the 1930s to examine Jesse Owens’ unparalleled 
accomplishments within the context of his other life events and 
developments at Ohio State.

Compiled by University Archivist Tamar Chute 
chute.6@osu.edu  |  go.osu.edu/archives

Epilogue
Jesse Owens remained 
active at Ohio State 
throughout his life. 
Two of his three 
daughters earned 
bachelor’s degrees 
here, Gloria in 1953 
and Marlene in 1961. 
The university awarded 
Owens an honorary 
degree in 1972.

Owens died in 1980, 
the same year the 
university named the 
Ohio Stadium track 
and three student 
recreation buildings in 
his honor. His widow, 
Ruth, donated the 
Jesse Owens Papers 
to University Archives 
seven years later. 

Several campus 
landmarks honor him, 
including Jesse Owens 
Memorial Plaza north 
of Ohio Stadium and 
Jesse Owens Memorial 
Stadium, in which 
today’s intercollegiate 
track and field, 
lacrosse and soccer 
athletes compete.

1930
Ohio State’s 
enrollment surpasses 
15,000 students for 
the first time.

1931
The Great Depression  
prompts the university 
to offer fewer classes 
and reduce faculty 
members’ salaries.

An African American 
student sues Ohio 
State for the right 
to live with white 
students in university 
housing for home 
economics majors. The 
Ohio Supreme Court 
finds in favor of the 
university’s position 
of providing “separate 
but equal” facilities 
for minority students. 
Unwritten rules keep 
minorities from living in 
campus housing until 
the 1940s.

1933
The stadium  
dormitory opens. 1934

The university 
establishes a 
Research Foundation 
to support faculty 
research, and the 
federal government 
finances on-campus 
jobs for students.

1935
Ohio Staters, Inc.  
is established.

1936
The marching band 
performs “Script Ohio” 
for the first time.

The university 
establishes the Office 
of Student Financial Aid.

1938
The university creates a 
development fund  
to solicit private support 
and compensate for 
reductions in funding 
from the state.

Block O is born.

1940
Howard Landis Bevis 
becomes Ohio State’s 
seventh president.

Faculty Council  
is organized.

1930
Jesse Owens 
and Minnie “Ruth” 
Solomon meet in 
Cleveland while both 
are in junior high.

1932
Gloria Owens, the 
couple’s first daughter, 
is born.

Owens is elected 
president of East Tech 
High School’s senior 
class and captain of its 
track team.

1933
Owens finishes first 
in 75 of the 79 high 
school competitions he 
enters and breaks the 
state long-jump record.

At the national 
championships in 
Chicago, Owens wins 
the long jump and sets 
world records for high 
school students in the 
100-yard dash and 
220-yard sprint.

He enrolls at Ohio 
State that fall.

1934
Owens wins all three 
of his events in the Big 
Ten meet for freshmen 
and sets conference 
records for first-year 
students in the 100-
yard dash, 220-yard 
sprint and long jump.

1935
Jesse Owens and Ruth 
Solomon are married.

Owens sets world 
records in the 220-
yard dash, 220-yard 
low hurdles and 
long jump and 
ties a world 
record at the 
Big Ten Finals in  
Ann Arbor.

1936
Owens wins four 
gold medals — in the 
100- and 200-meter 
sprints, the long jump 
and the 4x100-meter 
relay — at the Summer 
Olympics in Berlin.

1937
Beverly Owens  
is born.

Owens signs with 
Consolidated Radio 
Artists to work as  
an entertainer.

1938
Owens works for 
Cleveland’s Parks 
and Recreation 
Department and later 
founds Jesse Owens 
Dry Cleaning Co.

1939
Marlene Owens  
is born.

1940
Owens re-enrolls 
at Ohio State but 
withdraws the next 
year because of  
poor grades.
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